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incarnate in Louis XIII and Richelieu, received, in 1911, the
honours refused in 1912 to Villars. The same handsome treatment
for Cohgny, who betrayed Le Havre to the English. The same
ill-luck for Guise, who recovered Calais from the English."1 There
is more substance in M. Maurras's complaint than is easily realized
in a country which has a statue of Cromwell at one end of a short
street and of Charles I at the other! "The dead speak," said a
spectator when he saw a Jansenist and a Huguenot combine to
pass the Civil Constitution of the Clergy; and it is never hard to
remember that M. Maurras himself is a member of a Catholic
family, born and bred in a part of France where the Reformation
is as burning a question of the day as it is in Belfast. The successful
seizure of most of the assets of patriotism in France by the Right
has been met by the denigration of those assets by the Left, and the
chief military memorial erected by the government of "Anti-
France" was the Hoche monument at Quiberon to commemorate
the defeat, in arms, of those Frenchmen whose spiritual (and in
some cases carnal) descendants had just been vanquished in the
Dreyfus campaign!2
In one of the most famous and amusing of his tracts," The Monods,
painted by themselves," M. Maurras discusses the history of this
eminent family of "pasteurs" and historians, and attempts to
demonstrate that their constant marriages with foreigners, since the
first Monods settled in France after the Revolution, have made them
partisans of foreign, especially Protestant countries, filled with
admiration in 1870 for the moral virtues of the German invaders,
and putting their hopes for France in an imitation of those virtues
by a country delivered from the servitude of Rome! The sincerity
of the patriotism of the Monods, if M. Maurras were disposed to
admit it, would not excuse to a Proven?al of "White" origin, the
impudence of the assumption that the introduction of "that
awakening of the Jewish spirit and the impure delirium which we
call ironically the Reformation"3 was what France needed for her
1 La Democratic rehgieuse, p. 338
a A comic example of the same spirit is afforded by the republican prudery of
Lyons, *hich forbids the mention on the great statue in the very centre of the
city that the figure is that of Louis XIV. It is officially only a monument of the
skill of a Lyonese sculptor.
8 Antktnla, p 242. But this was also the opinion of a Frenchman free from any
family connections with Protestantism. Renan was convinced that no pupil of the
Jesuits would ever be a match for the generals produced by the education of a
Prussian officer. Foch had just finished his Jesuit education at the tirne.